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Where to begin with 2016? What a year - so much to report! But first, and foremost, I want to 
acknowledge all those people who give up their time and energy to help with the children’s, youth 
and family ministry. This commitment and dedication happens week-in, week-out, and can often go 
unnoticed – but without these amazing volunteers none of the following would be possible! Thank 
you to each and every person who has set up tables, made cakes, driven a minibus, prepared crafts, 
run sessions, played games, sung silly songs, camped in the rain, served coffee… and all the things in 
between! We are so grateful for all your support and help, it really does make a difference! 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 
Rachel Jeremiah and her teams have been doing incredible work with the children and their families. 
Here’s a quick snapshot: 
 
Space Trekkers – On the first and third Sundays of the month, the children meet in the school hall 
for Space Trekkers. They are split into two age-appropriate groups, and there is a crèche facility in 
one of the corners of the hall. This year, the children have been exploring the theme of ‘Who is 
God?’ in their Space Trekkers groups; with the idea of it leading to exploring the theme of ‘Who is 
Jesus?’ in 2017 and ‘Who is the Holy Spirit?’ in 2018. 
 
During the Space Trekkers session, both groups of children visit ‘The Prayer Space’ in the school 
library and engage in prayer activities together – it’s been exciting to watch the children gain more 
confidence in prayer; with many keen to suggest prayer requests and regularly praying out loud. 
 
The Space Place – The second Sundays of the month sees ‘The Space Place’; the children’s very own 
service. Taking place in the School hall, it follows the pattern of a church service with worship, 
prayer, teaching and Bible stories. But it’s all geared towards children, so it is fully interactive and 
action-packed! The theme for 2016 has been ‘Superheroes’ - exploring different ‘superheroes’ in the 
Bible, learning about their lives and their relationship with God; and applying the lessons they 
learned to our own journeys of faith. There is a really strong team of adults and young people that 
run ‘The Space Place’, with different members of the team taking it in turns each month to run the 
various elements of the service. 
 
The Prayer Space - Every so often, we come across a 5th Sunday in a month. In May 2016, we 
decided to use these Sundays as an opportunity to engage children in prayer and worship. ‘The 
Prayer Space’ is run in the School hall during the main church service – they spend time in worship 
and then break into groups to participate in different prayer activities. We hope that through 
regularly focusing on prayer; children will feel confident to pray on their own and for others 
throughout their lives. 
 
Little Angels – There is such a strong sense of community at Little Angels – something that has been 
cultivated since it started a few years ago in someone’s home. Meeting once a fortnight, ‘Little 
Angels’ welcomes parents and children of all backgrounds into the Parish Centre for songs, crafts 
and Bible stories, as well as support, encouragement… and cake! We have seen a number of 
families, who have previously been uninterested in church, attend ‘Little Angels’ very tentatively. 
However, after receiving such a supportive welcome to the group, they have become regular 
attendees and have even started to come to other church events and services such as Messy Church 
and Sunday 4. 
 



Holiday Bible Club - In July 2016 we got our trainers on and ran a sport-themed holiday Bible club 
called ‘Going for Gold’. Our week together was packed with games, drama, singing, prayer and lots 
of team challenges! We used Hebrews 12:1-2 as our memory verse for the week, which encouraged 
us to keep our eyes on Jesus, The Champion! On the Thursday evening of that week, we invited the 
children, their families, and the church family to a big BBQ to share all that we had been doing at 
‘Going for Gold’. It was a beautiful summer’s evening, and it was a wonderful time of coming 
together and sharing in good food, and good fun! A special thank you to everyone who helped at the 
Holiday Bible Club and the BBQ – it was a real team effort! 
 
1st St Sebastian’s Beavers – It’s been a real privilege to be invited to run some sessions with the 
Beavers group this year. It’s been great to be able to share the true meanings of Easter and 
Christmas with the group, and I’ve been encouraged by how interested they are in the Bible stories – 
and how much they know already! 
 
It’s really exciting looking ahead at 2017 knowing that children, and their families, are going to 
discover more and more about Jesus and his love for them. Lives are going to be transformed – and 
we get to be part of that, wow! 
 
YOUTH 
 
The youth ministry this year has been full of life and vitality. Here are some of the highlights: 
 
Big Breakfast – On the first Sunday of every month, the young people gather in the church hall for 
‘Big Breakfast’ – a seminar-style session filled with games, discussion, worship, and breakfast! Over 
the course of the year, we have looked at a range of different topics including: the persecuted 
church, living out our Christian faith at school, dealing with failure, building quality relationships and 
dealing with life’s pressures. ‘Big Breakfast’ attracts a number of young people who would otherwise 
have no contact with church, and we are in the process of looking at how best to support them and 
encourage them to explore faith further. 
 
Lasers – The young people come together for ‘Lasers’ on the second and third Sundays of the 
month. They start in church and then head across to the Parish Centre for the group. We find that 
these times allow for more concentrated Bible study and discussion. We were especially grateful to 
have Canon Michael, a church leader in Mityana, visit us in April to talk about his ministry. It was 
wonderful to hear about his work, and hear about what church is like there – and he even got us all 
singing a traditional praise song! 
  
Blog – ‘Blog’ continues to be a group filled with vibrancy and fun! Around 8-10 girls come to the 
Parish Centre every Wednesday to share in fellowship and community. This year, we have been 
using the ‘Christianity Explored’ course to discover more about the Christian faith – many of the girls 
have no connection to church, and have been very receptive to this. We interspersed the 
‘Christianity Explored’ course with other activities including: film nights, bowling and Laser Quest, 
craft evenings, a fancy dress party and a murder mystery. There are lots more fun and creative 
activates planned for 2017! Every year the ‘Blog’ girls get involved with the Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox appeal, and this year was no exception with the girls wrapping and packing fourteen 
boxes for the appeal. 
 
Youth Bible Study – This year has seen a lot of change and development for the ‘Youth Bible Study’. 
During the summer term we temporarily stopped the group to enable us to do ‘Youth Alpha’. In 
September, we decided to keep the group running on Thursdays – but move it to the Parish Centre, 
as this is where we met for ‘Youth Alpha’ and it worked well for the group. We kicked-off the group 
again with a series of sessions devised by The Children’s Society called ‘Seriously Awkward’. The 



sessions are designed to explore and discuss ‘awkward’ issues such as: mental health, life online, 
self-worth and relationships. After we had finished the sessions, we continued to discuss other 
‘awkward’ issues and situations for the rest of the term. The issue-based sessions were great and 
important to focus on, but in 2017 we are looking to bring the group back to Bible-based sessions – 
increasing their knowledge and understanding of the Bible, and seeing how we can apply it to our 
lives. 
 
Youth Alpha - During the summer term we ran the ‘Youth Alpha’ course. It runs in a very similar way 
to the adult course – following the same session themes and pattern. The ‘Youth Alpha’ sessions are 
video-led, pausing through the videos for discussion questions. Eleven young people, from different 
parts of the youth ministry, joined us for the course. We ran the sessions in two groups which met 
separately on the evenings – one for school years 6-9 and one for school years 10-13. We had a 
brilliant team of eight leaders across the two groups, who helped to facilitate the sessions and 
discussion and encouraged the young people as they went through the course.  
 
A key part of any Alpha Course is delicious food, and members of the congregation helped us to raise 
enough money for us to have pizza delivered each week! The young people really appreciated the 
pizza and we are so grateful to all who contributed. Everyone really enjoyed their time at ‘Youth 
Alpha’, and appreciated the opportunity to explore the Christian faith at a deeper level. We are 
looking to run another ‘Youth Alpha’ course in September 2017 – watch this space! 
 
 Soul Survivor – Without a doubt, the highlight of the youth ministry calendar is the summer ‘Soul 
Survivor’ festival. This year, we took ten young people and had the most incredible time! The 
weather tried it’s best to make camping very difficult, but we survived and made it through 
together! It's such an honour to watch the young people encounter God at Soul Survivor, with two 
main meetings of worship and teaching each day they are soon worshipping with full abandon and 
come back inspired for the year ahead. 
 
Youth Hangouts – At various points through the year we have run ‘Youth Hangouts’. These are 
hosted at Sally Alexander’s house, and are a space for young people to come and hang out together. 
There’s always lots of pizza on offer! There’s never any plan for the evenings, just a chance for 
people to relax and share community with one another. 
 
Confirmations – In May we had the honour of presenting three young people for confirmation (and 
one for baptism also) at a service at Greyfriars church in Reading. Peter Thompson and I helped 
them to prepare for this important time in their faith and lives by leading them through a 
confirmation course – reaffirming the foundations to our faith. One of the most poignant points in 
the course came right at the end – we each took a stone and created a ‘cairn’ in the churchyard. It 
was our way of marking the journey we had taken together in preparation, and also the journey we 
would continue to take together in our faith. 
 
Youth-led Service - In November, the young people led an evening service in the church. They 
created a campfire (using candles!) in the middle of the church, and we gathered around it to 
worship and hear a talk delivered by one of our young people. The service was all about being a 
‘child of God’, and everyone was encouraged to participate in various prayer stations around the 
church – one of which included glow-sticks! We hope to do another youth-led service in 2017. 
 
The work we do with young people is so important. We are now living in, what’s been termed as, a 
‘Post-Truth’ era. The truth is becoming less influential to the point where we begin to question what 
the truth is! For young people, life must be so confusing and uncertain - particularly as they look 
ahead to the future. 
 



We offer young people a place of commitment, love, support, but most importantly we offer them a 
place of truth and trust. Our prayer for the young people in 2017 is that “[they] will know the truth 
and the truth will set [them] free” (John 8:32). We pray that rather than focussing on the events of 
the world around them, they will focus on Jesus and will have His truth as the foundation for their 
lives. 
 
SCHOOLS 
 
Parish Schools – We have the privilege of regularly visiting each of the four schools in our parish: St 
Sebastian’s, Hatch Ride, Oaklands Infants and Oaklands Juniors. Between us, Andrew and I visit each 
school once a month to take an assembly. We are very blessed to have a good relationship with all of 
the schools, and it’s great to be able to take time after the assemblies to have coffee in the staff 
room and talk to the staff. Assemblies provide a wonderful opportunity to share the Christian 
message with people who might otherwise not hear it - the children particularly enjoy acting out 
Bible stories! I also visit Holme Grange school one a term to deliver an assembly. 
 
Our relationship with St Sebastian’s School continues to thrive. We are extremely grateful to them 
for allowing us to use the school building for our Sunday morning groups, Holiday Bible Club and 
other events. We are also extremely grateful for their support with Messy Church, they readily 
advertise the events to the school parents and often staff come across to the church too – it’s been a 
huge encouragement! 
 
It’s a delight to have the whole school visit the church each month for an assembly, and an honour 
to be involved in their year 6 charter, and leavers’ assemblies each year. Rachel and I were also able 
to help serve Christmas dinner to the pupils in December, and stayed on afterwards to judge the 
annual hat competition – the children are so creative and talented, it gets harder to judge every 
year!  
 
We really value the contact and relationships we have with the schools in our parish, and look 
forward to more opportunities to share God’s love and truth with all the pupils and staff. 
 
Edgbarrow School – Every Tuesday lunchtime I have the honour of running a Christian Union at 
Edgbarrow School. This group regularly sees 10-15 young people attend, many of whom have no 
connection to church; and are there to discover more about the Christian faith. We have some 
incredible discussions, and it’s really exciting to be able to share the Good News of Jesus with them! 
 
In the summer term, I was involved in two projects at Edgbarrow run by the ‘Soulscape’ Christian 
schools work charity: 
 
Mind the Gap – A project designed to help with the transition of young people from Primary to 
Secondary School. We facilitated an interactive lesson with the year 6 pupils in the Primary schools, 
and then were at the Induction days at Edgbarrow running a team-building session with each new 
year 7 tutor group. We were also around at break and lunch times on the induction days, and on the 
first few days of term in September, to be a help and support to the pupils if they needed it. 
 
PAUSE – A project that provides a space for young people to hit the ‘pause’ button for an hour. 
There are a number of different prayer stations set up around two classrooms. The pupils come as a 
tutor group and access the stations on their own. They are encouraged to think about life, write 
things down, and spend time thinking. The project was manned by volunteers from different 
churches across Crowthorne, including some from St Sebastian’s, and ran for a week. 
 



FAMILIES 
 
It’s great to be able to serve the children and young people individually with age-appropriate 
sessions and events. But, we believe that families are so important – and that includes the church 
family too! We long to see families nurture their life and faith together. It’s been exciting to see the 
church becoming a place where families feel welcome and supported. 
 
Messy Church – In October, we ran our first Messy Church, and were taken-aback when over a 
hundred people walked through the doors of the church to join us! Messy Church has now become a 
regular part of the church calendar – running twice a term. Large numbers from St Sebastian’s 
School attend, as well as families from St Sebastian’s pre-school, Little Angels, and other schools in 
the area. Each session starts with food, then families participate in lots of crafts and activities set up 
around the church. We round-off our time together with a song and a short talk. It’s been really 
exciting to see God at work at Messy Church – we have begun to see families attend our other 
services and groups, and people are encountering Jesus afresh, or for the first time! 
 
Sunday 4 - Last year we went ‘Through the Keyhole’ into different Biblical homes to discover more 
about their stories. Each service had a different theme that we could apply to our own lives, and we 
were often challenged to step out in our faith. We now see lots of families join us for the service, it’s 
particularly exciting to welcome those that have been to Messy Church, or who have come for a 
baptism welcome. Most Sundays the children and young people are in their own groups - Sunday 4 
offers a great opportunity once a month for the church family to all meet as a community together. 
It’s wonderful to see all ages share in worship and discussion with one another. 
 
Good Friday – In March, we ran our annual Good Friday activities and all-age service. In the school 
hall we had a number of craft and prayer activities for children and their families to engage with. We 
then had a service together in the church where we remembered the Easter story, building up the 
scene at the cross with readings and props. 
 
Conclusion – It’s been another busy year - there is so much to give thanks for, and so much to look 
forward to! 2017 brings new opportunities, I look forward to see what God has in store!  
 
2017 also brings new people to take on the work with Rachel going on maternity-leave in May, and 
with me leaving in September. I’d like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone for 
all your love, support and encouragement during my time at St Sebastian’s. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
my time here, and have been blessed to have been part of the St Sebastian’s story. I will be praying 
for you as you enter a new season, and look forward to hearing about all that God is doing. 
 


