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How to give? 

We’re all different; so are our circumstances. There is no easy 

answer and we must make our own decisions. But here are 

some things to consider. 

Our first response should be to pray!  God is the One who provides for the 

mission of His church, and together we should seek His provision for the 

regular running costs of the church and for our future strategy. 

Each of us should regularly review our giving.  As members of the church 

family we recognise our responsibility to contribute to the life and growth of 

the church, including through our giving.  

Giving is part of our worship and needs planning.  This may mean giving by 

a Standing Order and, if we pay UK tax, signing up for Gift Aid (we recovered 

nearly £30,000 in 2017 from HMRC) 

Each one of us can make a difference, but the real difference we can make 

is as a body – the body of the church and the body of Christ.   

We give because Jesus has given so much to us: 

‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might 

become rich’ (2 Corinthians 8:9) 

Please complete the enclosed reply sheet and return it by  

Pentecost Sunday, 20th May. 

If you have any questions about planned giving, please contact: 

Planning Giving Officer:  
Matthew Goddard, 0118 979 2359 or matthew@goddardfamily.org.uk 

Treasurer: 
Janet Rogers, 01344 777129 or janet.rogers1@sky.com 

St Sebastian’s Parish Office, Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 3AT 
Tel: 01344 761050 - Email: office@stsebastians.org.uk 
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Our Vision for 2015-2020 
 

‘To glorify God and to serve the local community,  

sharing the heart of Jesus.’ 
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PCC Strategy 

2017 at a glance 

Progress so far

uture 

Plans 

 

Future Plans In January 2018 we launched a strategy in four key areas: 

 People of God: to prioritise growth in discipleship. 

 Services/Worship: to update the old and unreliable sound system, so 

as to enhance our worship. 

 Church Site/Buildings: to develop the potential of the church site, 

including a parking assessment and developing the flexibility of our 

buildings, particularly the church building. 

 Wider Community: to take church into the wider community, reaching 

out to new housing developments and in time establishing a church 

presence on Buckler’s Park (the former TRL site). 

Running Costs.  In order to balance our budget for 2018 we will 

need an increase in planned giving of £23,000.  This budget was 

set before Rev Ian Seymour’s departure, so the figure will be lower 

if we do not replace Ian, or much higher if we were to consider a 

full-time replacement. 

Strategic Costs.  We need to build up our funds if we are to afford 

some of the elements of the PCC strategy.  For example, making 

the church into a more flexible space, with stacking chairs and 

tables with their own storage, is likely to cost around £22,000.   

What do we need? 

Much has been achieved in just a few months: 

 People of God: we have held the ‘On the Way’ Lent course, offered a 

new home group, and begun the ‘Generous Lifestyle’ sermon series.  

 Services/Worship: we have taken a step of faith by installing a new 

sound system in the church. 

 Church Site/Buildings: a site survey has been completed and we are 

having initial discussions with the diocese about the church building. 

 Wider Community: we are working with the other Crowthorne churches 

to deliver cakes to new housing areas. 

In faith we believe God wants us to do much more, but for 2017 we have an 

excess of payments over income and this looks set to increase in 2018. 

Expenditure 

 

Parish Share 45% 93,814 

Other Running Costs 22% 45,931 

Youth and Children 13% 27,518 

Mission Giving 10% 20,164 

Administration 10% 20,228 

 100% 207,655 

 

Income 

 

Planned Gifts 63% 126,052 

Gift Aid Recovered 15% 29,459 

Collections & Donations 6% 11,137 

Rent (all types) 14% 27,273 

Other 3% 7,018 

 100% 200,939 

 


